
BASS2Lead 
10 SWing or rock duets designed to develop  
young bass and lead trombonists

by Roger SChmidli

Copyright © 2016

*revised 2021



Bass2Lead 
These 10 duets are designed to develop the skill set for aspiring 
lead or bass trombonists who want to improve how they play in 
a big band setting. Aspects of articulation, stylistic phrasing and 
strong rhythmic independence will be enhanced if the student 
listens to the demonstration duet recording and then works 
carefully with the ‘minus one’ recording for their particular part. 
It’s great for tuning and developing a secure internal pulse - 
essential elements for good big band players.

I really hope you have fun with these.

These duets are free to download as a pdf from my website at 
rogerschmidli.com
Print them off as much as you like and tell your colleagues about 
them. I’d also love to hear any feedback through the contact 
section of the webpage.

Enjoy!

Roger Schmidli

To support this project please ensure students 
and teachers alike purchase the backing tracks 
they use, or the entire album, from 
bandcamp.com 



Bass2Lead  
The recording - Personel 

Roger Schmidli (Tenor Trombone) 
Roger resides in Melbourne, Australia where he is a 
musician, composer, conductor and music educator. 
As a trombonist he works in professional theatre, has 
recorded for television and movie soundtracks and 
has performed in the past with the likes of Ray 
Charles and Jerry Lewis. He is also a long-time 
member of the Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra and 
runs his own Jazz/Funk unit -Dig We Must. Roger 
studied music and music education at the University 
of Melbourne. A former Head of Brass at Scotch 
College, he now teaches part time at Carey 
Grammar allowing time to devote to more playing 
and composition.

Joe O’callaghan (Bass Trombone) 
Joe is also from Melbourne, Australia where he 
is a musician and music educator. As a 
freelance performer he has worked in 
professional theatre and has recorded for 
television and movie soundtracks. He has also 
performed with the State Orchestra of Victoria 
and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. He 
has backed many notable artists including Ray 
Charles, Jerry Lewis, Shirley Bassey and Hugh 
Jackman.  Joe received his Masters Degree in 

performance from the Victorian College of the Arts. Joe currently directs the 
Big Band at Caulfield Grammar and Melbourne Youth Music’s John Antill 
Youth Band. 

All tracks recorded in Box Hill, Melbourne - January 2016



Bass2Lead backing tracks 

1. There It Is Then! (Duet)
2. There It Is Then! (Minus Bass)
3. There It Is Then! (Minus Lead)
4. Gumbo (Duet)
5. Gumbo (Minus Bass)
6. Gumbo (Minus Lead)
7. Clouds (Duet)
8. Clouds (Minus Bass)
9. Clouds (Minus Lead)
10.Something Big (Duet)
11.Something Big (Minus Bass)
12.Something Big (Minus Lead)
13.Kerplunk (Duet)
14.Kerplunk (Minus Bass)
15.Kerplunk (Minus Lead)
16.Don’t Blink (Duet)
17.Don’t Blink (Minus Bass)
18.Don’t Blink (Minus Lead)
19.The Razor’s Edge (Duet)
20.The Razor’s Edge (Minus Bass)
21.The Razor’s Edge (No Lead)
22.Have Mercy (Duet)
23.Have Mercy (Minus Bass)
24.Have Mercy (No Lead)
25.Sometimes (Duet)
26.Sometimes (Minus Bass)
27.Sometimes (No Lead)
28.Chasin’ It Down (Duet)
29.Chasin’ It Down (Minus Bass)
30.Chasin’ It Down (No Lead)

Please purchase/download the individual tracks you are using (or the 
entire album of 30 tracks which is much cheaper) online from 
bandcamp.com

Have fun and thanks for your support!
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